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LESSON 6 140 characters at a time

You will...

 listen to a report. 

 identify relevant and specifi c information.

 evaluate consequences and changes caused by a 

social networking service. 

 recognize words with opposite meaning. 

 talk about the evolution of a social networking service. 

What for?

 OA 1: To demonstrate comprehension of general and specifi c 

information related to technology.

 OA 2: To identify main ideas and key expressions.

 OA 3: To identify type, purpose and main ideas related to technology. 

 OA 4: To use different strategies to support comprehension.

 OA 5: To present information creatively, using correct language.

 OA 6: To participate in oral exchanges using different strategies.

 OA 7: To react to the texts by discussing main ideas.

 OA E: To use communication technologies responsibly and effectively, 

recognizing sources of information and respecting people’s privacy.

1.  Circle the best defi nition for the word “application”, according to the title of the lesson and the topic 

of the unit. 

a. a formal written request for something such as a job, permission to do something or a place at a university.

b. the act of making a rule operate or become effective.

c. a program or software designed to do a particular job.

2.  /  Answer these questions. Compare answers with another pair or group. 

a. What do you use social networking services for?

b. In your opinion, how has communication changed since the creation of social networks?

c. How will communication change in the future? Express some predictions. 

3.  What are the most popular social networking applications used at the moment? Name at least three. 

Number them according to “popularity” in your country. 

 . 

 . 

 . 

preparing to listen

OPENING    DEVELOPMENT    CLOSURE
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Focusing on listening 

1. 27  Listen to the recording once. Is the application mentioned here on your list in exercise 3?  

2. 27  Listen to the recording again (twice). Fill in the missing information in the fi le.

Strategy in mind

 Focusing attention

 Taking notes

Smart listening

 While you listen, focus on key 

words or phrases and take 

notes to help you understand 

the general ideas in the 

recording.

Think critically

Make text-to world 

connections
 How do you imagine this 

type of application will 

evolve?

 Has the application been 

used in your town / city /

area? What for?

 How useful is it?

Make text-to-self 

connections
 Do you, a friend or someone 

in your family usually use this 

application? What for?

OPENING    DEVELOPMENT    CLOSURE

LISTENING FILE: 140 Characters at a time

 General information

 Type of recording: 

 a lecture  a report  an interview

 Topic: 

 Specifi c details

 Concept and purpose

a.  is the brainchild of a group of 

who worked at a  company

in San Francisco.

b. They were looking for a way to  on their

 and to  an  and dying

.

 Match

a. 2006 i. tweets that are sent weekly

b. 200 million ii. the maximum of characters for a message

c. 460,000 iii. year in which the fi rst message was sent

d. 140 million iv. people who actually work for the company

e. 8 v. people who use the application

f. 1 billion vi. people who worked in 2008

g. 400 vii. accounts that are opened each day

h. 140 viii. tweets that are sent daily

 Main conclusions

 Answer in your notebook. How has the application changed...

a. the media? 

b. politics? 

c. business?
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After listening
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1.  Read these sentences from the recording, paying special attention to the words in bold. Then answer the 

questions with a partner.

- They were looking for a way to send text on their cellphones and a way to reinvent an ineffi cient and dying 

company.

- When Jack Dorsey sent the fi rst tweet on March 21, 2006, a communications revolution with inestimable effects 

was born.

a. Which are the opposites of the words in bold?

 - 

b. What does the prefi x in- mean?

c. Circle the words that contain the prefi x in-. How do you recognize them? 

inadequate incompetent indication

inaugural incomplete indigenous

incapable inconvenient individual

incendiary incorporate ineffi cient

incident incorrect inevitable

include increase inexpensive

income incubate intelligent

Work it out! the prefi x in-

 In groups of three or four, prepare a multimedia presentation about the development and evolution 

of a social network. 

1. Preparing to speak

a. Choose a social network you usually use or one you know well. Search for information about its creation, evolution, 

main facts, etc. and take notes. Follow the example in the recording (date of creation, relationship between 

numbers and facts, present situation, etc.)

b. Answer these questions. 

- Has the application been used in your town / city / area? What for?

- How useful is it? How has this social network changed people’s lives?

- How do you imagine this type of application will evolve? Explain.

c. With the information you collected and the answers in point b, prepare a multimedia presentation (Power Point, 

Prezi, Flash, etc.) about the social network you chose. If not possible, prepare an oral presentation supported 

by visuals (pictures, a poster, illustrations, etc.)

Talking about a social networking serviceSpeaking workshop


