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Even if you are trying to say the same, verbs change its tense from direct to indirect speech. Verbs suffers a “tense 

backshift” in which they take a step back in time. Look at this chart: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now, to understand a little more of the purpose and examples of REPORTED SPEECH,  

watch this video. 

Lesson 1:      “News Still in Process” 

 OBJECTIVE: Identificar y aplicar estructuras verbales relacionadas a “Reported Speech” (OA: 03 – OA 04) 

Last week we were talking about news 
and its structure.  
Well, this week, we will talk a very 
common grammar structure used by 
journalists in news:  

Reported Speech 
 

  
 There are two ways of relating what a person has 

said: direct and indirect speech 

  
 DIRECT SPEECH: we repeat the original 

speaker’s exact words: 

He said, “I have lost my umbrella.” 

INDIRECT SPEECH 

or Reported Speech: we give the 
exact meaning of a remark or a 
speech, without necessarily using 
the speaker’s exact words:  
 

He said (that) he had lost his 

umbrella. 
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<<Reported or Indirect speech use reporting verbs like “say, tell or ask” and the word 
“that” is used to introduce the reported words”. >> 
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ACTIVITY: 
 
1. Choose the best response using reported speech: 
 
1) "He will come tomorrow". 
She told me that he ________ tomorrow. 

a) is coming 
b) will come 
c) would come 

 
2) "I see the clouds." 
He told me that she ________ the clouds. 

a) sees 
b) is seeing 
c) saw 

 
3) "My mother is taking the bus to work tomorrow". 
He told me that his mother ________ the bus to work tomorrow. 

a) is taking 
b) was taking 
c) will take 

 
 
2. Read the questions and answers given in each column. Match the question with the correct 
answer. The first one is already done.  
 

REPORTED QUESTION  REPORTED ANSWER 
1. He asked what time it was.  1 - F a. She said she was from France.  

2. He asked where she was from.   b. She said she had been visiting a friend.  

3. He asked what she did in her free time.   c. She said she had studied 3 hours.  

4. He asked what time she would get there.   d. She said that she preferred tea.  

5. He asked what she would do.   e. She said that she was fine.  

6. He asked who she had been visiting.   f. She said it was 3.00.  

7. He asked if she liked chocolate.   g. She said that she loved it.  

8. He asked how she was.   h. She said she played tennis.  

9. He asked if she had studied.   i. She said that she would watch a movie.  

10. He asked if she drank coffee.   j. She said that she would arrive at 8.00.  

 

4."I am happy". 

She told me that she ________ happy. 

a) has been 

b) is 

c) was 

 

5. "I have been there". 

She told me that she ________ there. 

a) had been 

b) has been 

c) was 


