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You will
 listen to a voicemail message on English 

courses.

 write and record an informative message. 

 study the use of since / for.

What for?
 To communicate detailed information about language courses.

 To select and use strategies to support comprehension of an oral text.

 To communicate detailed information about language courses, using 

language structures and functions correctly.

English opens doors  LESSON 6

preparing to listen

1. G  Answer these questions and then share your comments with another group.

a. Is learning English important in Chile?

b. What is the status of English in Chile?

c. In what three areas do you think English is important in Chile?

2. 25  G  Listen and repeat the acronyms in the boxes. Then, look up their meaning and circle the 

correct alternative for what they stand for. 

ESL     IELTS     TOEFL 

a. ESL

i. Educational School Language

ii. English as a Second Language

iii. Education in a Second Language

b. IELTS

i. International English Language Testing System

ii. International Education and Language Teaching System

iii. Intensive English Language Teaching System

c. TOEFL

i. Teaching of English as a Foreign Language

ii. Teaching of English in a Foreign Land

iii. Test of English as a Foreign Language 

3. G  Imagine you are going to study abroad and make a list of everything you require from a 

language school. Share it with another group and integrate your classmates’ ideas to your list. 

Focusing on listening 

1. 26  Listen to a voicemail giving information about different English 

language courses. As you listen, complete the fi rst point in the fi le on 

page 81 and check if the information in your list is mentioned. 

Strategy in mind

 Using previous 

knowledge 

Recall your background 

information to help 

interpret the message.
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2. 26  Listen to the recording again (twice, if necessary). Focus your 

attention on the parts of the recording that are relevant to complete the 

missing information of the fi le. 

Smart listening

 While listening, try to 

predict what information 

might come next.

Think critically

Make Text-to-world 

connections

 What are the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of 

studying English in 

an English-speaking 

country? 

 Take notes and share 

your comments with 

other groups.

Make Text-to-self 

connections

 Imagine you are going 

to study abroad. Where 

would you go? Why? 

What kind of course 

would you take? How 

long would you stay?
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 General information

 Type of recording: a.  Informative     b.  Narrative

 Speaker: 

a.  A teacher        b.  A recorded message service

 Specifi c details

 Provider of courses (institution) 

 Duration of courses 

a. General Super Intensive Studies  , 

b. General Intensive Studies  , 

c. Specialized Studies   , 

d. Youth Program   , 

 Courses additional information. 

I. General Super Intensive Studies 

This course offers , conversation,  

and some preparation for . 

II. General Intensive Studies 

This course allows you to study in the  or . 

III. Specialized Studies

This program is perfect for  who want to apply 

for the  or  examinations. 

IV. Youth Program

 This program is designed to help  and 

 school students.

 Main conclusions

 Which course (I - IV) would you recommend to...

a.  a student who wants to apply to a foreign university?

b.  a secondary school student who wants to learn about 

  the culture of the country?

c.  a professional who needs to take an international exam?

LIStenInG FILe: english opens doors
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Look at the examples from the recording and underline the words that express duration of an event /

process. Check with your partner. 

This is our oldest program; it has been run since 1988, the year the school was established. 

Students will study for one month. 

This is a one-month course. 

This course lasts three weeks.

The length of the course is 2 weeks. 

Work it out! Talking about the duration of activities

p  You will role-play a conversation exchanging opinions about studying abroad. 

1. Preparing to speak

a. Imagine you are daydreaming about studying English abroad and complete the dialog. Use the 

information in the listening fi le on page 81 and your own ideas to talk about the following points:

i. Country you would choose.

ii. Kind of course and classes you would like to take.

iii. Duration of course.

iv. Personal opinion.

v. Other information you would like to include. 

A: What  do when you  

 school this year?

B: I .

A: Where ?

B: I would  or to .

A: What kind of course will ?

B: I may take ; something 

 special for  and . 

A: How long ?

B: It .

A: Do you think it’s a good decision?

B: ! It’s a great opportunity 

to . 

b. 27   Listen to the recording and compare your answers.

A dialog about studying abroadSpeaking workshop
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After listening
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2. Practicing

a. Practice the dialog you completed with your partner, taking turns to be A and B. Follow the model in 

the recording, imitating intonation and pronunciation. 

b. Give feedback to each other. Remember to focus on your strengths and show a positive attitude to 

your capacity to speak English. 

3. Performing

Join two other pairs and role-play the conversation in front of them. 

4. evaluating

Self-evaluate your performance using the prompts in the 

box and then discuss your refl ections with the rest of the 

group. Work collaboratively and show respect for other 

students’ opinions and ideas. 

I …

 used the information in the fi le and my 

own ideas to complete the dialog. 

 practiced the dialog imitating the 

model in the recording. 

 offered supportive feedback to my 

partner. 

 expressed my opinions with respect. 
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Exit slip

Refl ect on your performance in the tasks and tick (✔) the corresponding line. Discuss the results of 

your self-evaluation in your group and/or with the teacher.

I exceeded the objectives.

I met the objectives.

I met a few of the objectives.

I did not meet the objectives.

Achievement What diffi culties do I 
anticipate for next lesson?



84 OPENiNg    DEVELOPMENT    CLOSURE

You will...
 read and listen to an academic article.

 identify the purpose of a text and its connection 

with the topic of the unit.

What for?
 To make cross-curricular connections.

 To understand the origin of language and the reason 

people speak and communicate. 

Language and CommunicationSUBJECT CONNECTIONS

1. p   Look at the different ways of communicating and mark them from 1 - 6, where 6 is the one 

that you use the most and 1 the one that you use the least or never.

a.  Speaking person to person

b.  Writing letters

c.  Writings e-mails 

d.  Sending phone messages

e.  Talking on the phone 

f.  Sending messages on social networks

2. G  Discuss the question in the box and then check your answers 

with a Language and Communication teacher. 

3. Read the text on page 85 and identify its purpose. Circle the 

correct alternative. 

a. To inform    

b. To criticize    

c. To instruct    

d. To describe 

4. Read the text again. Choose one title (a - f) for each paragraph (I - V). There is one extra title you do 

not need to use.

a.  Different from animals 

b.  Too many theories

c.  Object-sound association 

d.  Warning signals

e.  Modern language 

f.  Feelings to sounds

5. Read the text once more. Identify in which paragraph (I – V) you fi nd a reference to...

a.  an Indian word that imitates a sound. 

b.  a dangerous animal. 

c.  feelings and emotions. 

d.  a natural phenomenon associated with lightning and storm.

Why do you think 
there is a subject 
at school that is 
called Language and 
Communication?  

UNIT 2  MODULE 2
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How it all started

I

We believe that language is as old as humans, 
but we are certain that both language and 
human society are inseparable.  All the theories 
refer to the origin of language, but none of them 
is more accurate than the next. We do know 
that at one moment humans developed a more 
sophisticated brain which made both language 
and learning possible. 

II

There are theories which say that language 
began when humans started naming objects, 
actions and phenomena after a recognizable 
sound associated with it in real life: crash became 
the word for thunder and the Chinook Indian 
word for heart is tun-tun. We still use both the 
verb to tick and the sound-imitating word tic-toc 
when we refer to a clock. 

III

Another theory speaks about language as a 
response to involuntary exclamations of dislike, 
hunger, pain, or pleasure, eventually leading 
to the expression of more developed ideas and 

emotions.  This theory tells us that most probably 
the first word was an involuntary ha-ha-ha or 
laughter sound. Such sounds were used to name 
the actions which caused them. 

IV

Some scientists say that language developed 
from warning signals such as those used by 
animals.  Perhaps language started with a 
warning to others, such as Look out!, Run!, or 
Help! to alert members of the tribe when some 
ferocious beast was approaching. 

Help!

V

We will never know, in fact, how language really 
started. What we do know is that it is probably 
the most important feature that distinguishes 
us from animals and helps us communicate (or 
not!) with others. 

Adapted from: Vajda, E. (2004) http://pandora.cii.wwu.edu/vajda/ling201/test1materials/origin_of_language.htm 
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