
 FOURTH GRADE H.S.     /       E-LEARNING        /       WEEK 14: 06.07. -  10.07 
 
 Reflecting on Sci Fi 

 Read at the attached short science fiction story and imagine about according to the plot… 
   (Lee la breve historia de ciencia ficción adjunta e imagina de acuerdo a la trama…) 
 

1. Can you imagine something that can happen to human kind in our near future related to 

the plot of the story? – CLAUSTROPHOBIA-  

 

2. How are science and technology related to the story? 

 

3. How can science or technology offer a possible solution to the problem you imagined? 

 

 

 
 Outline your answer here:  

: Reflect on general content of the unit written                                                           (OA: 01 – OA 02) 
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Isaac Asimov, “Nightfall” (1941) 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 ISAAC 
 ASIMOV 
 

PLACE OF BIRTH Petrovichi, Smolensk 
Governorate, Russia  
DATES OF BIRTH AND DEATH 2 January 
1920 - 6 April 1992  
 
WIKIPEDIA 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Isaac_Asimov 
ISFDB  
http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/ea.cgi?5 
OFFICIAL WEBSITE 
http://www.asimovonline.com  
 

KNOWN FOR…  

 The Foundation Series (1942—1993), I, Robot (1950), The Gods Themselves (1972), 

The Bicentennial Man (1976)  

MAIN AWARDS [excluding nominations]  
See also SFADB: http://www.sfadb.com/Isaac_Asimov  
Career Awards 
Grand Master (Science Fiction Writers of America), 1987 
Awards 
Hugo: 1966, The Foundation Series; 1973, The Gods Themselves; 1977, novella “The 
Bicentennial Man”; 1983 Foundation’s Edge; 1992, novelette “Gold”; 1995, memoir I, 
Asimov: A Memoir; 1996 (Retro-Hugo), The Mule 
Locus: 1973, The Gods Themselves; 1983, Foundation’s Edge; 1987, “Robot Dreams” 
Nebula: 1972, The Gods Themselves; 1977, novella “The Bicentennial Man” 

 
STORY TITLE:  
“Nightfall” (long short story/novelette) 
ORIGINAL PUBLICATION: Astounding Science Fiction, 
September 1941 
SUB-GENRE: Social science-fiction 
 
WHERE TO FIND IT… 
[legal uploading doubtful] 
https://www.uni.edu/morgans/astro/course/nightfall.pd
f  
See also ISFDB: 
http://www.isfdb.org/cgi-bin/title.cgi?46434 

 
PLOT SUMMARY: Planet Lagash that has six suns which keep the planet continuously 
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illuminated; as a consequence of this, its population doesn’t know what complete 
darkness is. Theremon 762, a newspaperman, visits the Observatory to meet Aton 77, 
a scientist investigating the coming of the dark. Theremon 762 learns that every 2049 
years the sun is eclipsed, resulting in a brief night. This makes the population go mad 
from claustrophobia and fear. The level of madness is so high that some previous 
civilizations burned everything down in order to get just some light; as a result, the 
planet’s population has been almost wiped out several times. In order to help people 
survive this oncoming eclipse, most of the population has been hidden in caves to 
prevent them from going mad. In the Observatory, the scientists and Theremon 762 
are getting ready to take pictures of the incoming darkness to leave proof for later 
generations. They also must face the Cult, who believe that the world will be destroyed 
in the darkness and that the stars will release a torrent of fire. But what will really 
happen when darkness comes? 
 

READ IT BECAUSE...:  

 it is considered one of the best (SF) short stories ever written. 

 of the struggle between science and superstition central to the story. 

 the vision of civilization as an accident depending on the vagaries of astronomy. 

WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID 

 “While the names with numbers (…) the lack of women and an honourable 
reporter who declines the chance to scarper when things get hairy (…) give 
‘Nightfall’ something of a period feel, Asimov’s ability to think himself into the 
dread his sun-soaked characters feel at the approaching gloom, their delight at the 
unveiling of Saro University’s latest developments in light-emitting technology still 
rings true. But he’s even better at imagining just how far the universe can exceed 
our expectations”. Richard Lea, “Darkness in literature: ‘Nightfall’ by Isaac Asimov”, 
The Guardian, 19 December 2012, 
http://www.theguardian.com/books/2012/dec/19/darkness-nightfall-isaac-asimov 

  “Among these themes are the deprivation and need in humanity, the popular 
science versus religion argument, the classic good versus evil in each individual, 
and primitive man versus intellectual development. (…) Asimov certainly drives 
home the point of his themes with this story. He clearly demonstrates the fragility 
of human life, and that, when an individual or an entire society is threatened, there 
are inner instincts that are drawn out”. C.W. “‘Nightfall’: The Fragility of Human 
Nature”, 2009, http://apliteraturehp.wikispaces.com/Isaac+Asimov  

 “‘Nightfall’ represented a turning point for Asimov and helped establish him as a 
force to be reckoned with in the science-fiction world. For his part, Asimov 
considered ‘Nightfall’ as part of a literary trend that signaled a turn away from 
space operas and high-tech devices of older science fiction and was increasingly 
interested in the dynamics of human society”. Geoff Hamilton and Brian Jones, 
Encyclopedia of American Popular Fiction. New York: Facts on File, 2013, p. 12.  


